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Gen. ‘Chapm:

Medal for Heroism

Honor Paid Ohio Soldier by
Army Men Who Come Here
. From Washington for Ceremony
Although still suffering from bad burns, Sgt. Robert G, |dony Vi

vee of Columbus, Ohlo, hero of the Army transport disaster | ‘v officets, three-starred Gen.
Saburday night at Peru State Forest, responded with almogt ltvicNmE upon learning of Sgt. Lee's
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I iy barracks. .

= | | gen. Chapman, who, _mmderﬁa_ll:.
| [was parryity out his first missio
I as o, hrisadier gonernl (he  was
|

|

pL'Dthed from a coloneley shortly
belare leaving Wuashinglon yester-
day morning) and his parly went
to the House of Mercy Hospital to
yigit, the ofher two survivors, Pri-
vales Alonzo Peayson of Windber,
o, and Jamed Fern  of Abing-

Acoording to some of the accom-=

everything but a salute yesterday afternoon as Brig. Gen.' |heroism, had to use his high mili-|

Lary rank to the fullesl, extenl lo

Elbridge G. Chapman Jt., commanding general of the air-' |
horne command, pim'_led the Soldiers’” Medal for extraordinary ':,';,;‘;%Eiiﬁ‘ﬂé‘lf; Sﬁ_ﬁﬂma?:mﬁh:
heroism on the soldier’s fourth floor bed in the St. Luke's |short notice. & firm believer in

Hospital. Gen. Chapman and a staff of officers from the |piving credi
Army ground forces headquarters in Washington, D.

i where credit is duy
C githout walting several months
»+ ligen. MceMair slarled (he eitatio

flew to Westover Field, Chicopee, then motored to Pittefield o roliing when he firsh hear
for the short bub impressive ceremouny, ordered by Tieut. lor Sgt. Lee's deeds Monday night.

Gen. Lesley T. McNair, commanding general of the Army

ground forces.
*Thank You Sir”

With his platoen skipper, Lieut.
John Hanlon, and his compahy
buddy, Sgt. John Berry, in attend-
arnice, Sgl. Lee Iooked up at his dis-
tingnished guest with a “Thank
you, sir. I hope that when I get
back with the iroops I can live up

to this citation.”” Then turning io

Sgt, Berry, the crash hero asked
“ahout the boys. Before the pa-
tient could swing into too much
of a conversation, the party with-
drew from the room.

In delivering the citation, Gen.
Chapman said he was conveying
the sentiments of Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson, Gen. George 8N
Marshall dnd Lieat. Gen. MelMar.
He added that he was looking for-
ward to the time in the near fu-
ture when he could bestow the
rightful honors to Sgt. Lee at a
formal review of the troops in the
presence of the full command. Th
citation follows:

Sgt. Robert G. Lee, Compan
F, 5024 parachute regiment, for
heroism displayed on Ang. 15,
1942, near Pittsfield, Mass., in
rescuing comrades from a plane
burning after a crash. When the
plane in which Sgt. Lee and 18

othayp officers and men were pro-
ceeding to Westover Field, Mass,,
crashed, Sgt. Lee, uninjuired, was
ahle to escape from the wreck-
age through a small door of the
plane, Disregarding the danger
ol an explosion of Lhe plane’s
gnsoline supply, Sgt, Lee re-
entered the burning plane re-
peatedly, removing seven per-
sons to places of safety.

Sgt. Lee, though severely
‘hurned, then walked a distance
of half @ mile and firing his pis-
tol, summoned aid. As a resull
of his efforts, the lives of two
men were saved and Sgt. Lep
himsell suffered severe hurng.
Sgt. Lee's extraordinary herqg-
ism reflects greal credil up
himself and the military servicd.

Gen. Chapman Gets
His New Siars
At Wesiover Field i

Before coming to Pittsfield yes-
terday afternoon to decorate Sgt.
Robert G, Lea at St. Luke’s Hos-
pital, Brig. Gen. Gerry Chapman,
commanding officer of the aire
borne command went through the
ceremony of a promotion at West-
over Field in Chicopee. He was
elevated from a coloneley before
leaving Washington by plane.
The oath was administered to
him at Westover Field by Maj.
George K. Geary, post adjutant.
The general’s new alurs  were
pinned on his shoulder straps by
Lieut, Col. G, F. Shugart, vepre-
senting the troop carrier com-| |
mand.

“p'm proud 1o be identified wit
troops haying that man’s caliber,
Gen. Chapman said as he left th
patient’s room. *1 am no pliysi
cign but judging from the way thal,
hoy kepf his chin up after sueh &
grievous experience, I'm sure he'll
pull throuegh”
¥Flew to Westover

The party from Washington flew
to Westover Ifeld aboard Gen. -3
MelNair's personal plane, pilofed by
Lieut. Col. G. F. Shuygart, repre-
senting the troop carrier command.
Also in  the retinue were Capt,
Geotge C. Mayo Jr, and Capl. F
W. Turney, staff officers of th
Army ground force headquarter
They were escorled [rom West
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