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}lrransport Hits Garnet
Peak, Bursts Into Flames

Ranks With Nation’s Worst Military'Air Disasters —
Sergt Lee, Clothes Completely Burned From Body,
Hero of Disaster — Has Only 50-50 Chance to
Live — Darkness Hampered Rescuers

Peru, Aug. 16-~(AP)—A large army transport plane carried 17 men
to flaming death last night when it crashed on isolated 2200-foot Garnet
peak on Peru mountain, located in one of the most inaccessable spots in
the Berkshires.

Three severely burned mer survived the crash, which with the excep-
tion of mishaps to lighter-thin-njreraft, was one of the worst tragedies
in the history of United States military aviation,

R T On Flight From Souih
The plane wus on a roptine mizsion
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Berst Rohert Lee of Columbus, O— and notified sknts police,  Pha 'EI'_'
his own  plothes complately  burned fiving ahotzuns in answer to (1 ‘_.n‘,i =
frenm by body—made two trips from | trom. Serel  Lop's {;IJI!I l'n 18 shoty
the fluming wreekage, dragging foarr N + Hie Ofigers
Lellow pussengers Lo what he thought
was safety.

Mirst, he carvied oul Private James
IPern of Abington, Va., and PFrivale
Alonzo Peavson of Windber, Pa., who
are given o good chance for recovery
ab Mevey hospital, Pillsfiold. Then he
cirried out two others only to find
that they alrewdy wees dead,

Walked Nearly Mlle In Daze

Stenoling for help by fring three
shols from his ravolver, Sergt Lee
wallied dazedly threg-quarters of o
mile through dense underbrush to the
nearest roadway, and directed stats
police bacic to the seena of the weeelk,

e Wi taken to SU Luke's hospital,
Pittsfield, where he  wis given o
"BO-50" chande for recovery.

The army sald thnt an investigs-
won of the erash, which neeurrad gt
5300 po om, alveady was under wn'jif

wirl that o evew fram Westover Rel
whs al work recovering the hodies,
some  of  which already lhad -hesl
| braught out.




