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Plicnic Place and Mo
Drives Feature Peru Forest

Lookout Tower Will Cap
Garnet Peal, 2200- Foot
Crown of State Reser-
vation—1500-Acre Ac.
quisition and Develop-
ment of Game Preserve
With Three Big Ponds
Considered.

One of the loveliest little
picnic grounds made by CCC

workers in all of Berkhire
County's  many  thousand
acres of State [orest and

park land is at Peru, right
beside the macadam road
between Hinsdale and Middle-
field. Three thousand per-
sons visited the charming
little spot last year and this
year's use of the area has
started proportionalely larger,
with several large groups
holding outings there,

““Two thiy jionds fenture the
area, fed by a sparkling
meadow brook that dips into
the little grove of stately
hemlocks, Very litlle 1and-
scaping has been done, only
clearing of undergrowth ani

r

lower tree branches and a
general cleaning up of the
grounds. Thus the natural

beauty of the little woods is
retained and improved upon.
Acoommeodations Comloriable

Sturdy pienic tables and benchea
have been provided and still addi-
tional ones are ordered. Several of
the simple but efflclent litlle stone
lireplaces for outdoor cooking have
been bullt near the brook. Iron
groling, flixed In the stones makea
brolllig easy. Generous stacks of
woo” cub the right length are
fou ° besldo the flreplaces.

Larger of the two ponds ls the
upper one, bullt first. This has
an atlractive 30-foot cascade stone
dam, The boulders used In con-
structing the dam were arranged
In tumbled form so that the water
splashes over {t like a brook cas-
cade. The pond has sandy bottom
and border and I8 an  excellent
swimming pool.  Unforlunately, 1t
must serve as the camp's waler
supply for the present, soswimining
ia not allowed. Ultimntely, how-
ever, It is thought that a well may
be sunk to supply the camp, and
the pond restored for full use by
recreatlon seckers. It i3 just blg
enough for 10 or 12 lo use.

The lower pond was hnitt speciti-
clly for swimming when (¢ was
learned thot the. upper one would
nobt be avallable, The lower pond
is smaller and qulte shallow except
at the dam, The latter is of stone,
arranged slmply but stoubly. This
porndl, too, has a sandy botlom and

.Ev.u_f_',

un'z‘ain

Sune 33,1938

I ROADSIDE SWIMMING POOL POPULAR

P

[l sy

st i) s L |

NN

but for the declilon to use the pone
lemporurhly for waler supply, When
thls became known Lhe clran-out
gale was opened and lhe Lot al-
lowed to go downstream Into the
brook oulside the State's property
Consequently Lhe brook has provld-
ed extrnordinartly good I[lshing this
summer,
Hrads, Forest Developed

All the other work on Lhe reserva-
tion has consisted of read-bullding
and forestry work. About two mlles
of excellent rock-bnse, gravel roacd
has been construcled on Lhe moun-
talnside north of the Middlefleld
Road, wheie all the Slale's 2000 abrea
of mountaln nnd plateau land lles,
Beveral addillonal miles of rond are
planned, including three branches
off the present roule, all connect-
ing with scenlc Lafayelle macadain
motoring trall through Peru village
to Worthinglon and Huntington,

Also, an addltional mlle of new
road will be constructed on the
south slde of the mountain, off

Middlefleld Rond, clreling the top
of Garnet peak, the 2200-foot high-
est eminence ot the reservation
and Joining the present road on Lhe
northwest side of lhe mountain,

The roads, besides providing ad-
ditlonnl scenic dilves, nlso are de-
slrable from the stnndpomnt of flre
motection, Many water holes for
this purpose are plotted lhroughout
the reservation, nlthough no work
has been done on these as yet,

Lookout Tower

A lookout tower will be buill on
QGarnet Penk, From this polnt, ad-
jacent to the slte of (he proposed
new unlt of the ullimate eclircilaous
drlve, a complete panorama
slrelches scores of miles In every
dlrectlon, The view to the west
includes the Taconlc Range and
as far ns the Catskills, 7o the
east one can see poinls as far as
Worcester,

Motoring and picnicklng partles find thelr friends al Lhla attractlve spol.
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large area of the forest has been
improvert by thinning, weeding out
deadwond  and  underbrush  and
other forestry practices. The forest
has but litile conilerous  growth
Valuable hardwood stands cover
large pavis of the lracl, Disense
coulrol work lins been Important,
PIfly of the men In the Peru eamp,
or wne-quarler Lhe tolal number,
comprlse n travelllng gypsy moth
exterminatlon crew, equipped will
spray and other ncllitles,  They
have done yenman service in Lhe
woots of Middiefleld, Chester,
Becket, Washington and other near-
by towns. Bllster rust control has
been another project, but within
the forest,
Gnme TVreserve Talked

All the work done In Lhe present
foresl. will be Inslgnlflcant com-
pared with what Is planned in a

lentnlive  program  supgested by
Superintendent Robert W, Brown-
Ing

This plan involves buylng 1500
ncres on the south side of Mididle-
field Rond, In this area are ihree
drled-up pond beds, Goose Poad,
Jasentt Pond and Fnetnry Pond.
The whole area Is drained by Frc-
tory Brook, 'There is valuable tim-
ber on the lamd In diseussion and
the whole nrea is  an important
poteuttnl public game preserve,

Under Mr. Brownlig's plan the
three [ormer ponds would be re-
stored, representing a very waorlh-
while further contribution to the
State's recreational facllities fn the
rounty. Iactory Brook is an ex-
cellent Lront stream .and the three
polentlaj ponds could be well stork-
ed with fish for the public lo njoy
forever,

All this wonld It in- nicely with
the general characler of the Peru
forest, whleh is nol belng develnped
Intensively as & park arca but as a
forested property. The present hold-

- Bl b
ed the possibiiities of u game
griam  Lhere sl to the ploneer
cndeavor al Savoy Slale IPorest.
Acquisiiion of the deslred addition-|
al trace of land would multiply the
possibliities,

Fuctory Brovk Is fed by mote |
Lhan 20 trlbulary streams, It rung'
down throuch & rich valley from!
Peru to Darceroft vlllage belween
Middletield  and  Becket. Faclory,
Pond's hed probably s 125 acres,
Jasenti Powd 5 ncres and Goose
Pond about 10 meres.

Expensive Damn Required

One expensive plece of work
would be required, the damming of
Faclory Pond that broke Ils dam
In the Chesler Heod of 1800 and
never has been rebuflt. The pand
would require n hieavy concrete ¢ure
with stone masonry and earth {ll,
costing perhaps $30,000.

This project might prove probl-
hitlve. II s0, Factory Pond .nighl
he eliminaled and land farther
norlh ncquired to go with Goose
and Josenti Ponds and adjacent
terrilory, The whole mountaln
valley sectlon s cxcellent game
colmtny

Everyihing future about the Peru
Forest development s hanglng fire
for the present,  Several plans are
dlscussed,  One 13 1o eliminate the
CCC camp altogether, calling the
development a completed Jjob
for Lhe present.  Another s to
make the cump n reglonal auto-
mobile  truck repalr  depot.  Stil
athers call for use of the camp as
n hase for travelllng crews such as
Lthe dlsease conlrol gang Aguln,
the camp may be reialned ond ex-
tenstve [urther work done, Nobody
knows. This would seein wise, be-
cause {acllittes for pubiic use on the
property are still meagre com ~rad
wih the other State forests fn Lhe
county.  Moreover, while nosilbi-
litles nre lmited there ave just as

benches, Plantings ihiclude about 100.000 | Ings, as well as Lhe proposed areaylarge prospects for development

The upper pond was well stocked young trees. These were spot-| are Lhoroughly adapted to wild life. | there as In some other [orests

with trout and would have been planted, augmenting plantings al-|Mr. Browning and Stale gume | where much more work Is belng

opened for fly-fishing this sumnmer | ready made several years ago. A management offlcials have discuss- | done i
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