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Trails and Traditions®

In Peru

State Forest

Recreation Spot Made Accessible By Peru CCC Boys

- Provides More Than Picnic Tables and Swimming
Pool—Half-Hour’s Walk to Garnet Peak Leads toi

Complete Panorama of Distant Ranges, Includ-

. ing Mountains In Four States
By PHILIP MACK SMITH

ITH the steady improvement
of roads and state foresis
in  Western Massachugetts
there should come an  In-
creased use of the pecreation grounds
which the commonwenlth and the fal-
eral government have &0 generously
provided, nat anly for motorists, but
alsp for hikara’ and horsback riders
Thege fdcilities should be more gen-
. erally known and used in oprder that
_the state forost autharities may be
encouraged o keep them in good
condition. The Choster-Blandrord state
forest on rouin 20 with its facilities
for tourists is familiar to the travel-
ing public, Hul hew many of them
know of the T'era atate Torgs! recently
made accessihle by the Iern gce
boys?
These recrealinn grounds are Joral-
ed halfwey hetween Idinsdale and
Catiadleneld, on fhe Skyline wrail, s0-

called, a hard snifneed highway from )

C Hinesdsle to Middieficid on which im-
provernentis have heen mnde, pueept
far small dlziances, thronzh io Route
20 at Hunungtan and Chester,  No
_mere pignle pround is the Teru slite
forest, thoueh the rustic tables and
fireplaces Beatlered Hirough the ever-
greecn woods ahout the swimming pool
gre unusially inviting. Better induce-
ments than the signboard to pause
Tere these autnmn days are the color-
ful hillsldes and the dazzling expnnse
of gnldenrod  din the foreground,
styrealed with bawds of purple where
the {all astrrs follow
brooklets.
Garnel Peak -
And Garnel peak! Nothing on th
senhrard informs (e waylarer thot

a  hall-houi's  pilgrimage by any
ahlebadied irrson afoot or on horse-
haek un the wall made  woodland

trails will heing him to the erexl of
one of the highest hilltops east of the
Hausatonle valley, From this summit,

onsn feet abnove gerlevel, 80 almnst |

cemplete punornma of disrant ranges
reveals on & clear day mountaing in
four adjoining states brsides most of
the familiar penks of Mossachuaslls,
Though the snperb view of Greviock
dotnipates Lkt western harvizen, 1he
visitbr should lonk for the Catskill

mountaing, 0 miles away heyond the!

Hudson river, rising above the Wasl-
dngton hills and the Taconle range.

To the eas!, just pecping over the
Huntinglon srd Waorlhinston  Hills,
enn he seen the Mt Holvoke and

the mountain |

ME  Ton  rangos and Mt Bugar-
joaf in the Connecticul valley, stand-
ing out against the faint blue of
Joftier hills extending gouth into
Connecticut. Dirvectly east and at
nearly twice their distance risns
Mt Wachusett, A0 miles away, and
further north the towering dome of
AL Monadnock in  INew Hampshire.
T the mnorth is alt Havstack in
Varmont. Septtergd thoughtout t.lmal
prospest are upland  farms, airplane '
heaecons, fAre towears and chureh apires
from Pern, highest hamlet i the
state, to distant Pelhnm and Shutes-
bury, A4 )
1f "eme is fooi-loose, he can follow
‘either of two trails leading cast and
southeast from the summit tn the old
Middlefield-Peru roafl anniently kuown
a8 “Windsor strect.” Thanks to the
atate and thes CCC bovs, this abhan-
doned road has heen restored ad &
good country thoponghfire, meeling
Route 143, about, one mile east of Terv
Center, No siEn indicates the eastern
end of the traile from Worthingion
or Peru. 1f ‘one is encumberod
with an automobile, ke shouk:l have
brought s {riend who ean drive the
car around from the pienic grounds
through Middleficld fo end of the trall
as indicated by signs on t‘hr“reslm-cd
highway, one ot the old Robhins ploce
and the other )
Traces of Barly Bettlers

‘traces of early gettlors remain, - nut
ald maps indicnte {hat many prodac-
tive firme in this toresl were owned
By families named Cone, Roblins,
Dickson, stowell, Haekell and Crosier.
“Btope walls traversing even the hill-
tops indicnite that all avoilable pastur-
wWige WHS profithbly used & century ago
tpr the raiaing of cattle and sheep,
Passing aouth down. vivindsor slreet,

two miles farther north. |

Hiking through these woodlands few |

nearly avery eallar-hole, now diftienn
to locate has something of more ‘ﬂm.rl
looal interest conpeeled witle 1L, Suuth
of the Robhins pluue, purned o fow
yenrs ago, lived John
Trish pioneer and ]
volutionary war in Cunneetioul. O
of his greal-grandsons was the dis-
tinguished cducator and diplomat, ihe
Jate Andrew Dickson White, who
made severnl visits 1o his nncestral
fnome In Middlefeld, In his autolios-
taphy he recalls that at the nge of 10
he sxw his g-rr.-n‘r-;r;lndrathrr, who

THeksnn, Seotoh
a saldier in the He- |

Wos “B2 yuRlS of ags, sturdy and vig-,

orous: he had mpwed a biroad field the
day before, and .wiallked four miles to
' church the day after” p

Further south and some distance
reast of the road stood the house of
"Israel Bissell,. a pioneer from Bast
i Windsar, Ct, known to famg afp the
" postrider who earried the officlal
. news of the battle of Lexinglon rdm
Watertown through Connecticut to
New TYork city and on to Philadelphia,
traveligg 350 nislles in four days
1 Oppdsite the Bissell place on the
highway stood until a few years ago
the Chamberlain house, an ornate
structure built by Ithamar Pelton, a
huilder of, or worker on, 18 churches
tin Connecticut and Massachusetls, in-
cluding the first Congregntional
church bulldings in Middlefield and
Hinadale. Flia house wag replete with
hand-carved trimmings within and
withoit, and tha eld doorway was a
consplennus feature of the sesquiern-
tenninl pageant held at Middlefield last
vear, .

At the Pelton house also lived later
a talented invalid, Marvin Robbins,

traits, mude good daguerreofype pic-
tures, and tanght phonography before

books and at least one pupil became
a court stenographer.

Timothy McElwain homesieads, more
ithan a century and a quarter old, and
still occupied by their descendants,
bring the traveler back to civilization.

Panoramas from Skyline Trall

For the beneflt of motorists who de-
cline to walk, be it said that many of

can be seen from various points on
the Skyline trail itself.

erses the very ridze, wide views of
the western and eastern ranges &are

el T B e L ey
tafforded, Including Mis Tom, Wa-
chusetts and Monudivck in the eust,
but s wider prospect can be obinlned
a short distanes further on from the

i

who with little training painied por--

the Civil war, He made his own text!

South of thej
Pelton place, the Matthew Smith and.

the mountain peaks already mentioned

North of!
Chester Center where the road trav--

fire tower on Holeomb hill. Tho west-

grn panorama Erows aver e as
the trail passes through Middlefield,
Continuing north pagt the state for-
est grounds the road renclies Ity
summit, 1860 feet, at the top of Coles
hiH, & part of whe watershed between
| the Housatonic and Clunneetiout riv-
nr=, Heje a beautiful prospect of
¢ GGrevioek and the Tagonic Tange ahove
the Hinsdale valley compes suddenly
into wiew,

1¢ the matgrist 45 now willlng to
lguve the Hinsdale rowd and talie the
gond coudtry tond o the vight from
V'ules, elimbing In a northerly diree-
tinn teward Pero Center, hoe will soon

|

fnd himself on an  eminence, 2100 Teet |

 high whers on @ clear day, withoyt
potting ‘out of the can, even the dis-
tunt peaks of the Cotskill mountaing
can be seen to the westward.
Through the use of private cars and
chartered buses parties of city hik-
ers ean be readily transported for a
day's vamble through the Peru state
forest and the delightful back roads
In the vieinity, A few points of in-
terest worthy of a visit are shown on
the atcompanyving map,—Glendale
Falls, West Warthington Falls, Ster-
vaoie hill, and the wview of Chester
valley and ML Goblle fromt the Ald-
erman furm, Horseback riders who
desire ta spend @ JoNHCT time In this
! w owill find facllities for hedrdine
hiring horses at Middiefiepl Cene
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In the Forest Picnic Grounds

Swimming Pool One of Many Atiractionis to New Recreation Spot in the Berkshires Made Accessible
by CCC Boys . . )
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